Chapter 10

In times of war

Bradworthy Yeomanry on horseback
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War Memorial

The Boer War

A granite War Memorial was erected on the Square
in 1923. On it are recorded the names of the fallen
in the two World Wars. A Memorial Service is held
in November of every year.

Bradworthy has
been represented
in the armed
services in most
major wars.

1914-18 War
Charles Wilson
Cecil Griffin
Edward Ashton
Harry Gilbert
William Stevens
Bertie Bryant
William Boundy
William Colliver
Francis Dawe
William Gerry
William Goodenough
Samuel Leach
Frances Prance
Fredrick Westaway
Richard Jennings
1939-45 War
Thomas Meautys
Patrick Spread
Basil Spread

Decorations
The following Bradworthy men have been decorated
Lt. Col. E.J.W. Spread O.B.E., M.C.
Flt. Lieut. Dicky Martin D.F.C. and Bar
R.S.M. L. Slee M.B.E., M.S.M.
Albert Dunn M.M. and Bar
Captain John Lockyer M.C.
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In this century
William and
Norman Gliddon,
Thomas Robins,
John Brooks,
Samuel Row and
Thomas Popham
were in the Boer
War.

Above and left:
Relief of Mafeking
celebration in 1900.

Captain Geoffrey Corlett of the Royal Navy, served in
a number of Great War naval engagements,
including the Battle of Jutland. He received the
Italian Naval Decoration for Service off Durazzo (in
Albania) on HMS Badger. He was also awarded the
Order of St. Andrew.

Bradworthy Yeomanry in 1914. Back row: Elam Hockridge, William Coles, William Cann, Edwin Sanders, Charles Cory, Lewis
Moase, William Vanstone Front row: Joe Tyrell, Jack Cardew, Arthur Oke, Samuel Trewin, Stanley Bagilhole, Bert Bryant

The 1914-18 War
There were 112 men and women
from this parish serving in the
1914-18 War, in which 15 lives
were lost. Samuel Bromell and
Stephen Trewin were Prisoners of
War.
Lt. Colonel Cecil P.G. Griffin was
awarded the D.S.O. in the 191418 War.

William John Stedwill, a regular
soldier, was also an amateur boxer.
On one occasion he was at
Holsworthy Fair and, being short of
cash, he took up the challenge to
win £1 in a boxing booth. Within a
few rounds he had knocked out his
opponent, thereby winning his £1 and a great deal more when a cap
was passed round amongst the
admiring spectators.

Lt. Colonel E.J.W. Spread O.B.E,
M.C. also served in the Great War in
France with the 1st Battalion, the
Loyal Regiment, where he was a
Staff Captain of the Northern
Command in 1916, and a DAAG of
the Northern Command in 1918. He
was severely wounded and served
at the War Office in 1919. His M.C.
was the first ever awarded.

Bradworthy War Memorial in 1923.

123

Captain Edmund L.B. Lockyer, D.S.O.
and Bar, also of the Royal Navy, had a
distinguished record in the 1914-18
War. He was awarded the D.S.O. for
outstanding gallantry whilst serving as
a gunnery officer on HMS Cannania
when that vessel sank the German
armed liner ‘Cape Trafalgar’ in the
South Atlantic. Later he was awarded
a bar to his D.S.O. when in command
of a Q-ship which sank a German Uboat at close quarters. In the 1939-45
War he served as Naval Officer-incharge at Fleetwood and then at
Aultbea in Scotland.

The men who served in World War I, taken in 1919.

In the First World
War there were
two women from
Bradworthy in the
Nursing Services.
They were Louisa
Kay (later Mrs.
Matthew Coles)
and Flossie
Jennings (later
Mrs. William
Stanley).
Bradworthy Peace Committee in 1919. Back Row: A. Dunstan, C. Piper, J. Chidley, J. Jennings, J.
Westaway, R. Oke, T. Gilbert, L. Trewin, W. Vanstone. Front Row: F. Bennet, C. Boundy, F. Bennet, Mrs.
M. Cole, F. Boundy, Mrs. W. Cole.
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The 1939-45 War
Almost fifty served in the 1939-45 War and three
members of one family died. They were Captains
G.P. and R.B. Spread and Major Thomas Meautys.
Flt. Lieut. Dicky Martin D.F.C. and Bar was a pilot in
a Fighter Squadron. He was forced down in a dog
fight with 12 Messerschmitts and landed in
Luxembourg, where he was interned. On Christmas
Day 1939 he
escaped, eventually
On 19th December 1941 a concert
was given by the L.C.C. school
returning to
evacuees conducted by Miss BolEngland.
ton, the headmistress.

Lieut. Stewart Corlett was attached to the Australian
Navy in the 1939-45 War and was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross. Sapper Denis Slee was
mentioned in despatches in Holland during the
1939-45 War.
Lt. Colonel Owen Collier, O.B.E., served in both
World Wars. After the last war he supervised the reconstruction of the Ethiopian Railways.
George Plummer was a prisoner of the Japanese.

Prisoners of War in and
around Bradworthy
During the war years a
considerable number of
prisoners from the prison
camp in Holsworthy were
requisitioned for work on the
farms of the parish.
Initially these were mainly
Italian, but as the war
progressed they were joined
by Germans who generally
despised their work shy allies.
The prison camp was at
Stanhope Square and the
prisoners were dropped off
daily at the farms where the
German prisoners at Lower Worden in 1943.
work was mainly land
drainage and harvesting.
Towards the end of the war some
prisoners were boarded - although
Hero of Luxembourg Escape
at times they absconded, and the
Small in stature, but great in darpolice had to be called in to track
ing, for his fearless exploits against
the enemy in the early days of the
them down.
In 1947 the Parish Council asked for
a POW to clean up the Square - the
request was not granted. In 1948 the
POWs gave a concert in the Chapel.

Col. Spread in 1931.

Dicky Martin in 1931.

Evidence of the old prison camp still
exists on many local farms - after the
war the perimeter fencing of the
compounds was used to make iron
farm gates and fencing stakes.

war the French called him “L’Enfant
Terrible”. His Luxembourg adventure occurred after he was forced
down in a dog-fight with twelve
Messerschmitts. He landed in the
Duchy where he was held prisoner.
Flying Officer Martin (as he was
then) enjoyed a certain amount of
freedom after giving his parole,
which he withdrew again, however,

and was then, in his own words,
“moved to a room three stories up,
complete with bolts on the door,
and a brace of sentries”.
The guards treated him well, but
inactivity was not to his liking, and
when taking exercise on Christmas
Day 1939, he eluded his guards
and escaped under cover of dense
fog. Alone in an unknown country,
he succeeded in finding his way
across the frontiers of Luxembourg,
and was eventually able to rejoin
his squadron. (August 1941)
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Home Guard patrol, by Mr. Roberts
The sites chosen for patrol and sentry huts were
sited on high ground with a commanding view of
the countryside from the hut, or in the immediate
vicinity. Later it was at Higher Whitely where a
rendezvous was decided upon if something
happened which prevented our ordinary
positions to be tenable.
Patrols were organised during the hours of
darkness, based on the hut on Bradworthy Moor,
generally consisting of four men, two to remain in
the hut and occasionally keep a lookout in its
vicinity until dawn when they would be joined by
the pair of guards detailed for duty on a
prescribed route as an outer patrol. The hut duty
men would be relieved after about four hours by
another two guards taking their place, the first
men then made for home and bed, generally
about 2 a.m.
The same applied to the n.c.o. in charge. There
were often visits to the hut during the night by
patrolling Air Raid Wardens especially during the
cold winter weather when a roaring fire was
appreciated.
Bicycles generally came into this, rifles strapped
to them if not carried on our backs, and a start
was made, generally from the village around ten
o’clock. It was not intended to be a hasty patrol,
we had time in plenty before we were due on
Bradworthy Moor. I have said that the idea of all
possible observation could be conducted from
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elevated positions better than elsewhere, the route
chosen bore this in mind.
From the village to Blatchborough Cross we had
the countryside southwards to keep an eye on and
if there was an air raid on Plymouth we could see
the reflection of fires, notice the bursting of antiaircraft shells around enemy planes and the
searchlights trying to pin point them. Under suitable
conditions the distant rumble of warfare could be
heard. Blatchborough Cross was certainly a vantage
point, but a better observation point was on the
ancient barrow nearby on which stands the
memorial to the late F.M. Collier Esq. due west of
Ryall gate.
The magnificent view obtained from here on a
clear day embraces Exmoor, Dartmoor and the
Cornish heights from east, south and west to a sight
of the sea from Padstow to Hartland Point in places.
Of course our night observation obliterated the
daylight view but it is surprising to find out how
much one can detect when the eye becomes
accustomed to darkness when looking over the
landscape. Enemy action by aircraft was frequent
during the time to which this refers, flashes from
dropped bombs within this large area could be
noted in clear weather.
We must consider that the time is around midnight
and we are due to move on our way to slowly
proceed from Trentworthy Cross, Forda Cross, Loat
Mead and Dural Cross.

Provided the atmospheric condition was
favourable the stretch of road from Dural Cross
to Horton Cross afforded an observation post
whereby we could gaze toward South Wales.
The important industries of that region were
often the target of enemy bombers and when
there was activity in that direction we would
hear the drone of aircraft going and returning.
There was a possibility of an odd bomber getting
rid of its load anywhere rather than take it back
to base, or a crippled plane coming down and
parachutes bringing down members of the crew.
This was what we were to look out for and
promptly report. We were also to take the
necessary precaution before rushing into
precipitate action should such an occasion
confront us.
The time is passing and we move on to Quoit
Gate thence to the high ground around Higher
Whiteley to Muddy Corner. During the summer
months perhaps the dawn will be breaking, and
that peculiar light around dawn is very
noticeable. Our night’s duty nearly done we get
back to the hut on the Moor and the time has
come to dismiss. Home for breakfast and then
another day’s work.
What has been described has related to a fair
weather patrol but it must be remembered that
rain, gales and frost often put things where it
was not possible to observe anything.

A couple of bombs were dropped on the parish
of Bradworthy, at Atworthy and at
Alfardisworthy, but neither caused any
significant damage.
A.R.P.
An Air Raid Precautions Committee was formed
on April 1938 when the Rev. A.E. Dobson was
elected warden.
The Methodist schoolroom was chosen as the first
aid house.
Plane crashes
In 1939 a De Havilland Queen Bee crashed into a
farm building at Clements Down. A Queen Bee was
a radio
controlled
William Gliddon was involved in the
North West Frontier skirmishes in
version of the
India in the 1890’s, and served
Tiger Moth
throughout the Boer War and the
aeroplane and
First World War. In the Second
World War, by now in his sevenwas used for
ties, William Gliddon was an air raid
gunnery practice
warden during the bombing of Exeter.
at the antiaircraft ranges at
Thomas Robins and Thomas
Popham were among those who
Cleave Camp.
Home Guard
The 8th Battalion of the Devon
Home Guard (later with headquarters in
Holsworthy) began at Bradworthy. The first Local
Defence Volunteers drilled in the School
playground. The main observation point was on
Bradworthy Moor, and guards were maintained
there nightly.

On 31st May
1943, in severe
icy weather, a De
Havilland
Mosquito on a
non-operational
flight crashed at
Lympscott Farm.

swam the Modder River in an engagement against the Boers in
1899. Seventeen years later Robins, who was a Royal Marine, was
in battle at Gallipoli and was
awarded a Distinguished Service
Medal. It was ironic that a man who
faced and survived so many dangers died as the result of being
knocked down by a car in the blackout when he was working at the
Admiralty in Plymouth during the
Second World War.

Lorries Collide
No one, fortunately, was very seriously injured when two motor lorries collided at Stowford Cross,
Bradworthy, on Tuesday morning.
One lorry, belonging to the Devon
War Agricultural Executive Committee, was conveying POWs to work
on farms in the neighbourhood, and
the other, owned by the Torridge
Vale Dairies, was on a milk collecting round.

The pilot was
injured and the
navigator was
killed when his
parachute
failed to open.

On 29th
October 1948
two Spitfires
from Chivenor
The lorries were proceeding at right
collided. One
angles to each other, one along the
Lympscott-Bradworthy road and the
pilot bailed out
other the Kimworthy-Blatchborough
over Hartland
road, when they converged on the
four-crossway, where the impact
and landed in
occurred. Both vehicles were badly
the sea, but
damaged.
was dragged
Mr. F. Harris, an employee of the
under by his
DWAEC, and some of the POWs,
who appeared to be suffering from
parachute. The
bruises and shock, were removed
other pilot was
by the Holsworthy Ambulance. The
drivers of the lorries were practiinjured when
cally unhurt. (August 1947)
he force
landed in a
field at Alfardisworthy - the plane was later
dismantled and taken away.
Black Shirts and spies
In 1938 when some of the farmers
in the area were objecting to
paying tithes (a tax or stipend paid
to the Vicar) on their land, some
Black Shirts, followers of Sir
Oswald Moseley’s Fascist Party,
held a meeting in the Hotel ‘big
room’. They were trying to gain

Les Slee in 1970.
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power by stirring up any controversy. Unlike
Germany with their Nazi Party and Italy with their
Fascis they did not make much impression in this
country.
Baron Von Speigal, a famous U-boat Commander,
stayed with Col. Spread at Berridon Hall. He was
later revealed to be a spy.
Fundraising
A total of £53,921 11s 4d was donated by the
people of Bradworthy during the ‘fund-raising
weeks’ held annually during the 1939-45 War.
Spitfire Fund (1940)
War Weapons Week (1941) £10,000
Warship Week (1942) £8,000
Wings for Victory (1943) - target £6,000
Salute the Soldier (1944) - target £6,000,
but £8,507 2s 1d was raised.
Thanksgiving Week (1945) - target £6,000,
but £11,068 15s 0d was raised.

Other conflicts
Richard Radmore and
Timothy Barker saw
active service in the
Falklands War. John
Hewitson and Stephen
Ham and Barry Radford
MBE were in Northern
Ireland.

After the war Nurse Jennings
worked at the renowned Star and
Garter Home in London, but fell ill
due to the strain of the nursing
work. Later she went to Canada
where, after a few years, she died
of tuberculosis at the age of 34 in
Regina, Saskatchewan. She was
the first woman to be buried in the
Soldiers Plot of the Cemetery in
Regina. Members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police were her
bearers.

Gas Masks
The Church Room was the Mecca
of the great majority of parishioners when the fitting and measuring
for gas masks took place. The wardens carrying out these duties were
the Rev. A.E. Dobson, Messrs A.F.
Balsdon, W.J. Cory, A. Elliott, and
C. Jenkins, and they were efficiently assisted by others. An important meeting for all A.R.P. volunteers and others, is being arranged for Friday April 21 and will
be held in the Assembly Room at
8pm. The agenda will include:
1. To arrange for a first aid house
2. To arrange for medical stores
3. Personnel to staff the house
4. Personnel for two utility squads
5. Personnel for two first aid
parties
6. Arrangements for safety of
schoolchildren (April 1938)

John Hewitson served in Northern Ireland in 1974.
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