Chapter 11

A century of changes

Local farm workers taking a break in the 1920’s.
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A changing population
The peak of Bradworthy’s population was in 1871,
when census returns showed the figure to be 1071.
Emigration and smaller families depleted the
numbers as the years passed, a low of 738 being
recorded in the 1951 census. For some decades
now there has been a steady increase, but a four
figure population has not yet been reached (960 in
1993).

A changing workforce
1900-1920
Most of the clothes were made locally. Walter’s
shop, now the doctor’s surgery, employed several
dressmakers. There were three tailors in the village
and several boot makers and repairers.
The larger houses such as Blatchborough, West
Down, Berridon Hall, Cleverdon House, The
Vicarage and Selworthy House (just in Putford
parish) employed gardeners and a chauffeur, also
they often employed young ladies who lived in.
1920-1945
Six part time postmen delivered mail throughout
the parish.
Several men worked on the roads, cracking stones
and carting for the local quarry. These were rolled
in by Mr. Tom Turner’s steam rollers.
As cars became more common, mechanics were
employed by the local garages.
A number of men were employed by local builders
although only a few new houses were built
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between the wars,
several of the older
type houses were
improved. Most of
the farms relied on
oil lamps for
lighting and water
from the local
wells. Some
rainwater would
be stored for the
cattle and washing
day. After the last
war with piped
water and
electricity
becoming
available things
improved.

Also from the 1920’s, this giant haystack was built at Lympscott.

1945-1970
Many bathrooms were installed.
1970-1999
The advent of electric cookers and fridges, deep
freezes, washing machines, dish washers, vacuum
cleaners, heaters altered life significantly.

A changing agriculture
Nowhere has the progress of technology in the
twentieth century left a greater impact than in rural
areas. The appliance of science has provided a
nation with well stocked shelves and an abundance
of choice. Not even the most optimistic of

predictions could, at the beginning of the
millennium, have visualised a situation of over
production, set-a-side and food mountains.
1900 to 1920
Farming, the main occupation of Bradworthians,
was still based in the rotation methods established
in the eighteenth century. The weather, pests and
crop diseases still being the limiting factors.
Most of the larger farms employed one or two farm
workers living in the farmhouse and often one
young lady to help the farmers wife. There were
usually one or two cottages for the farm workers
and their families. These were rent free. Wages

were very low and farm prices were poor. There
were no tractors, horses were used.
Spring would be a very busy time ploughing the
fields. Manure from the cattle sheds was taken and
spread on the fields, then harrowed, rolled and
tilled. Corn, turnip, mangolds were all used to feed
the cattle in the winter.
The rural community provided manpower at
harvest time on potato picking and threshing days
and the landscape still reflected the effect of the
enclosure of open fields and the cottages, now
sought after as holiday homes, housed the families
which provided the labour.

planned, these would be extended when more
stock became available if the farmer could afford it.
The buildings were usually made of home grown
timber covered with galvanised corrugated sheets.
Traditionally, Lady Day and Michaelmas were the
days that the workers moved from one farm to
another if they wanted to.
Farm prices improved during the 1914-18 War as
did the price of farms, but in the early 1920’s they
dropped off again. Wages for farm workers (over
21) were 32/6d per week. Their cottage and milk
were usually free and often they would plant
potatoes and vegetables in the farmers field. A
farmer could stock a farm for a few hundred
pounds with a couple of horses and a few

It was very hard work, in the summer often long
hours saving the hay which was stacked loose in
ricks. The corn was also put
into ricks. But the tranquil
Cows and sheep
picture usually portrayed
For many years several villagers
belied considerable poverty
who owned land around the village
would bring their cows into the viland hardship and a bad
lage, morning and evening, at milkseason often had
ing time – and there was often a
mix up!
devastating effect.
All the hay had to be cut
from the ricks and carried
around to the sheds in the
winter. The ricks of corn
would be threshed in the
winter, the corn used to
feed the stock and straw
used for bedding.
The farm buildings were
very poor and often badly

Mr. C.C. Barfett of Wistaria milked
his cows at Mill Park and would
bring his milk home on his head in
an old type milking bucket. Mr. W.
Harding milked his cows in an old
shed next to the school house. Mr.
W.H. Cory and his son Stanley who
owned land in Lower Village
brought their cows to be milked in
the sheds behind the Temperance
Hotel (now Eastways).
Mr. J.L. Martin, who owned Martins
hardware shop, also had a large
farm around the vicarage and

Waterlands. Thee cows were hand
milked in Blakey’s Yard, and the
milk was retailed around the village.
Mr. R. Oke the blacksmith milked
his cows in the shed next to Mr. E.
Wade’s billiard room. Mr. S. Bond’s
cows were milked off the North
Road and would often be driven
through the Square to their fields.
Mr. E. Wade owned quite a lot of
land on the Holsworthy road, his
herd had to be driven through St.
Peter’s Lane, morning and evening,
for milking in Lower Village. Mr. W.
Bromell, draper, also kept cows in
sheds (opposite Lavis Medical Systems) on the Bideford road.
Mr. A.F. Balsdon, grocer, had cow
sheds behind the school house but
most of their land was at
Bradworthy Mill. Mr. Jack Wickett

implements. Many of the farms were rented,
although after a few years some would be able to
purchase the farm.
1920-1940
The establishment of the Milk Marketing Board in
1933 revolutionised the supply of milk and created
a direct line between producer and factory for the
first time.
Very little progress was made between the wars.
The self binder was one of the best. This would cut
the corn and bind it into sheaves.

Threshing days were quite an occasion. The
threshing machine, pulled by a steam engine,
would arrive the night before. Two men would
arrive early and get up steam, then seven or eight
neighbouring farmers would
arrive to help. The farmer’s
owned land on the Holsworthy
road, and his cows were milked at
wife would have to provide
Lyles.
three meals during the day.
Bradworthy auction was held in the
market field next to the school.
Cattle and sheep were driven in
from the outlying farms and would
often meet up in the Square where
it was difficult to separate them. The
Hon. In the 1950’s Keith Rous from
Clovelly owned several farms in the
area and they would often drive up
to 150 cattle from one farm to another through the village – it really
did look like the Wild West then!

With all this movement the village
would often look muddy with plenty
of farm yard manure about. In the
1930’s Mr. W. Prance was employed by the Council to sweep and
clean up every Saturday afternoon.

The farmer’s wife played a
very important part in the
early part of the century.
Besides looking after the
farmhouse and cooking for
the family on a black stove,
she would usually help with
the feeding of the calves,
milking, butter making,
separating milk for cream,
rearing poultry. Often profit
from the butter and eggs
was used to provide food
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and clothing for the family.
In the early 1930’s Torridge Vale dairies started to
collect cream from the farmers and butter making
stopped. Just before the 1939-45 War Torridge Vale
started collecting milk from the farms, which meant
a lot less work for the farmer and his wife.
1945-1970
The challenge to boost food production was a
direct consequence of two world wars .
The radical changes in agriculture, and changing
patterns of village life in general, has resulted in the
disappearance,
since 1945, of
Threshing Fire - Considerable
some trades
Damage At Bradworthy
that were
Yet another fire has broken out at
Bradworthy since the rick was burnt
once
down last week at Horton Farm.
considered
A threshing machine belonging to
indispensable.
the West Devon Co., while in use
The miller
at Dowland Farm (Mr. A. Dunn),
caught fire when the men had
disappeared,
ceased work during the dinner hour.
as well as his
The machine, which was in flames
grist mill.
in a very few minutes, was driven
out into the field to try to avoid conMany smithies
tact with the barn and rick, but eveclosed, the
rything - barn, engine, and rick was burnt out. Holsworthy Fire Bricobbler no
gade worked valiantly for over ten
longer made
hours - 2 p.m. to 12.30 a.m.
the village
It is thought the cause of the fire
footwear and
was due to a spark from the machine catching some straw alight.
few saddlers
Mr. H. Harris, the driver, was seremained.
verely burnt on arm and face, but
is progressing well. Mr. T. Perkin
another member of the team sustained slight burns. (April 1946)
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Tractors took
the place of

In the 1920’s haymaking involved all the family.

horses on most farms. From then on it became rare
to see the ploughs drawn by teams of horses - the
last team is thought to have been used at Instaple
Farm in the 1950’s .
1970-1999
In the headlong pursuit of production inorganic
fertilisers, herbicides and insecticides boosted
production and in the 1960’s high yielding species
combined to create huge arable units. Larger and

more sophisticated machinery, as in other
occupations, has replaced many farm labourers.
Grants to drain wetlands, remove hedgerows and
fell woodlands made more land available and in
areas led to the destruction of a landscape
unchanged for generations.
Factory farming, the intensive rearing of poultry,
pigs and cattle was well established, food became

cheap and available to all. However the green and
healthy image of British farming took a series of
setbacks. Steroids used for beef and poultry
production were banned. Edwina Currie and
salmonella combined to decimate the poultry
industry and BSE has seen beef drop to prices last
seen over 25 years ago.

A changing childhood
1900-1920
Babies were dressed in long clothes. Boys were
often dressed in frocks until they were two years
old. Early in the century girls would go to school in
long frocks and aprons with long boots with nails in
the soles. Boys all dressed in short trousers, which
seemed too big, and nailed boots.
Sometimes, with the larger families, clothes would
be handed down to younger members.

There were very
few toys to play
with.
Once they reached
school age of five
and over some
children from the
outlying farms had
to walk to school,
sometimes as far as
three miles. No
school meals were
provided in the
winter but for 2p
per day hot cocoa
was provided at
midday, this was
heated on the
round black

Playing Field Events, circa 1960. Back Row: B. Cleave, J. Brown, H. Grantham, W. Petherick, E.
Vanstone, L. Schiller, E. Gerry. Front Row: S. Cann, S. Wade, E. Beacham, W. Vanstone, J. Vanstone, S.
Petherick, S. Oke.

Tortoise stoves, one in each classroom.
This was the only heating available.
Most of the village children would go
home for their midday meal. There
was one headmaster and two lady
teachers. The playground was small,
being only the area now used by the
new part of the school. The boys
would often play football with a small
sponge ball. Other games played were
cricket, rounders, hopscotch and
marbles.

Occasionally on a Friday afternoon Bradworthy
Moor was used for a game of football. No playing
field was then available and the village children
would play in the Square, as there were hardly any
cars about.
1920-1945
Sometimes in the winter a living picture show (silent
film) would be shown in the Assembly Rooms. For
the first few years these had to be worked by hand.
On Sundays most of the children attended the
Sunday School, either at the Parish Church or the

A Church Army wagon on the Square around the turn of the century.
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1945-1970
From the early 1940’s school
transport was provided, as were
school meals. The older
children, 11 and over, were
transported to Holsworthy until
leaving school at 15. The
playing field was opened in the
1950’s which proved very
popular. Most of the children
would have a bicycle as soon as
they were old enough.
1970-1999
Toddler groups and playgroups
were started for children under
school age.

A changing way of life
In the early decades of the
century life was very simple
away out among the fields. The
farm and farming activities
dominated our lives. The village
boys and girls seemed almost
townie and sophisticated
compared with us clod-hoppers.
They even dressed differently.
Opening of the Playing Field in 1957. Back Row: E. Pomeroy, ?, A. Pomeroy, D. Trewin, M. Wright, D. Johnson, A. Balsdon, J. Cann, D. Cann, N. Trewin. Third
And we identified ourselves so
Row: S. Plummer, R. Beecham, ?, G. Shaddrick. Second Row: A. Shadrick, D. Gerry, T. Jennings, ?, M. Oke, S. Cann, R. Jenkins, K. Ward, V. Johns. Front
closely with the changing
Row: E. Gerry, S. Wade, S. Badham, V. Bailey, ?, J. Balsdon, M. Johns, E. Beecham, R. Ward.
seasons, the weather, the crops and their rotation.
Methodist Sunday Schools. Sunday School outings
were always looked forward to, going by bus either
to Westward Ho!, Bude or Widemouth. If the
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weather was poor this was a great disappointment.
Often this would be the only time spent away from
the village.

The winter days saw the great farm horses plodding
steadily across the fields, seagulls and rooks
foraging along the brown furrows in the wake of the

plough. The hedgemaker displayed his craft in
newly turved hedges, neatly footed out with a
finishing cope of earth that looked as if a spirit level
had been used. There were echoes of a woodman’s
hook, and one could find him deftly twisting his
withy bands (he would have called them beans)
round a shapely faggot which, together with others
beside the hedge, would later be stacked in the
woodrick beside the homestead.
Spring brought the harrowing, rolling and tilling of
the soil, and later the men would be in the
cornfields with their weeding irons, and backs were
bent to the hoeing of green crops. And the year
moved on through a good or bad summer, for we
talked and speculated, praised or complained
about the weather all the time.
Come harvest time and we even called our summer
vacation harvest holidays, much of which we spent
with the men in the fields, where there were always
small jobs we could do. In corn harvest I was
fascinated as I watched wave on wave of corn
flowing onto the canvasses of the self binding
machines which had superseded the reapers. Then
we helped to set up the sheaves in shocks where
they stood for a couple of weeks before the carts
and wagons rolled to carry great loads of rustling
corn back to the mowhays.
The last big harvesting operation of the year was
the lifting of the potato crop. Working with two
pronged diggers we lifted and turned over the
stacks as we moved along the drills., The best
potatoes were thrown into a large wicker basket

known as a mawn, and the inferior tubers, which
we called pigs potatoes into another receptacle.
Later they were all carted in bags back to the
farmstead, the good potatoes being stored in a
building, or outdoors in clamps, which we called
caves. The small potatoes would be boiled in crocks
over the hearth fire and fed to pigs.
Besides the harvest there were other high days for
us on the farm, which again were just hard work for
the grown-ups. There was not much large
machinery about in those days, and the most
impressive
was the great
mobile steam
engine which
chugged
along the
lanes,
drawing the
big threshing
machine from
farm to farm.
They threshed
from the stack
and several
extra hands
were required
on this
important
day. Men
were needed
to pitch the
sheaves on to

the machine, cut the bands, feed the fly, carry the
bags of grain to the granary and clear away the
bound straw.
I can hear now in fancy the pleasant drone of the
threshing machine and see the great belt revolving
over the engine fly wheel and the pulley of the
thresher. But it was a dirty, dusty job for those
engaged on it. Farmers’ wives put on a special meal
for threshing days, some better than others, as one
would hear from the remarks of the men who
travelled with the threshing gear.

Opening of the Playing Field in 1957. Fred Slee, Tom Cann, Col. Wadham
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Truro, who employed Mr.
G. Lock of Holsworthy to
collect the rabbits from
the farms and despatch
them to the London
markets via Holsworthy
railway station. During
the winter some men,
often small holders,
earned a living as rabbit
trappers. These included
the Walter brothers, B.
Wade, A. Beer, S. Bond,
E. Turner, W. Tremeer
and A. Brimacombe.
Thus did the rhythmic
Playing Field Events, circa 1960. E. Vanstone, S. Petherick, E. Gerry, B. Cleave, L. Schiller, S.
Cann, R. Greenaway.
cycle of our rural life turn
full circle, and Nature
Harvest thanksgiving services - we called them
and Man’s harmonious processes on the land begin
harvest homes - brought everybody to church or
again. It may sound very unexciting. Yet we now
chapel, even if they were absent for most of the rest
know that better standards of living and all the
of the year. These services continue of course today
modern amenities (and I for one would not like to
and, unlike most things, have changed little with
be without them) do not necessarily bring us
the passing years.
complete happiness. The times of which I have
written could perhaps in one respect only be
As the late autumn day closed in we began to look
described as the good old days, inasmuch as
forward to Christmas. People celebrated the festive
people then felt a sense of contentment and
season in their own different ways as they do now;
fulfilment which often seem to be lacking in the
but nowhere did we see the luxury and ostentation
present age.
in material gifts as we find today. We were content
with a few simple presents and they would give us a
lot of pleasure for a long time.
A changing diet
Rabbits were very plentiful and sold for about 1/-.
Many were trapped and sold to Messrs Tonkins of
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Food in the first half of the century was very
different to today’s fare. There were no fridges or
deep freezers, so local produce was the order of the

day, the only way to store meat and some
vegetables long-term was to salt them in a slate
trendle (a round or oval tub). Jams and jellies
enabled fruit to be enjoyed all year round.
Milk, cream and butter were produced locally on
the farms. Bread was usually home made.
Beans, peas, cabbage, beetroot, potatoes, turnips,
rhubarb, strawberries and raspberries were the
major garden crops. Potatoes and turnips were also
grown in fields locally. Blackberries were plentiful in
season and were used for tarts, jam and jelly. A
number of houses had orchards containing apples
and pears - a few made cider.
Farmers usually reared pigs. Farm workers and
many cottages would rear a couple of pigs every
Breakfast
Porridge, broth, bread and jam, bread and milk, tea
or coffee, cocoa, fatty bacon, eggs, fried bread, fried
potatoes
Lunch (taken at about 11am)
Tea, bread and cheese, bread and butter, cake
Dinner (taken at about 1pm)
Beef, pork, mutton, chicken, rabbit, stew, herrings (in
season), sausages, hogs pudding
Apple pie, apple dumplings, apple sago, rice pudding,
junket (all with cream)
Tea (at about 6pm)
Potato ‘Teddy’ pasty, meat pasty, egg and meat pasty
Apple tart, egg custard, currant rolls, bread and butter, bread cream and jam (or syrup), saffron cake,
buns, home-made biscuits

year for home consumption. Many people kept
chicken, geese and ducks - so eggs were always
plentiful.
Cooking was usually done using a black stove,
known as the Bodley, and a Clome oven. Later oil
or bottled gas cookers became available. Electricity
was only used for lighting in the village and on a
few farms.

carved out of the large areas of virgin heath and
woodland in Celtic times.
After the Norman Conquest and into the 12th and
13th centuries new farms were created and old
farms enlarged and most of the farms we know
today were already established in the 14th century.
However it was mainly open field farming using the
cropping strip system. Traces of this could be seen

in the narrow fields north of our village, but are
now being obliterated by housing development.
Great hedge banks, marking manorial boundaries
can still be found on our countryside.
All had access to the Common lands known as
Bradworthy Moors. A certain amount of enclosure
of land went on through the centuries, but large
scale enclosure began with the Enclosure Acts from

Rayburn, Aga and Esse stoves were used to heat
water and for cooking.
Local grocers supplied sugar, salt, rice, yeast,
baking powder, sago, syrup, dried fruit and tinned
fruit.

A changing landscape
One of the great changes which has taken place on
our countryside during the second half of this
century has been the removal of hedges and the
enlargement of the fields. At the time of the Tithe
Survey (1840-42) there were approximately 2,220
enclosed fields and homestead paddocks in the
parish. Not so today, and this knocking of fields
together has played havoc with field names and
identification. In the early years of this century our
fields were small, averaging perhaps less than ten
acres each. There were a few large fields, the
largest being Great Moltons (near Instaple Cross),
56 acres, and Forest Marsh (Lympscott), 35 acres.
As the village and several farm names in the parish
are of Saxon origin it is likely that much of the land
around Bradworthy has been cultivated for over a
thousand years. Small settlements were possibly first

‘Welcome Home’ - a float in the 1946 Carnival. Kathleen Knight, Ann Slade, Mrs. W. Short, Terry Trewin, Sam Tedman.
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the late 18th century onwards. Gradually the
peasant was deprived of his bit of land. Avaricious
landowners seized hold of everything they could,
even attempting to enclose the Commons - but
there was sturdy resistance. Hedges put up by day
were demolished by villagers at night - low banks
now visible on the Commons are the remains of
foiled efforts to enclose. The area of the Commons
is approximately 88 acres.
Field names came gradually, some of them from a
time long before enclosure. Many have been
corrupted by misspelling, their original names and
meaning lost. Dialect played its part in this. About
fifty names are surnames of former owners or
occupiers. Shapes of fields, crops formerly grown
on them, situation on high or lowland, all
contributed to the naming of the enclosed fields.
Some names are so obscure we shall probably
never know why they were thus named.
Two very strange field names appear in the Tithe
Survey. These are Trendle Bear (on North Worden)
and Chisley Walls (a field off Scotworthy Lane on
Silworthy Farm). Trendle is Saxon for ‘circle’. Of
Chisley Walls there is a legend that an attempt was
made to build a church here, but what was put up
by day was transferred to a site where Bradworthy
Church now stands. Could there have been a
primitive place of worship here when Celtic
Christianity spread across this part of the southwest; or something even earlier as many worked
flints have been found in this field?

A changing nature
Mammals
One animal that has markedly increased is the roe
deer. The smallest copse or piece of open moorland
will reveal the presence of at least one or more roe
deer. An unlikely phenomenon some 50 years ago.
Destructive creatures seen to be increasing are
mink adjacent to river banks sounding the death
knell for small creatures of the river bank - water
rat, vole - even mole and ground nesting marshland
birds. Grey squirrels are expert at stealing food put
out for birds during the Winter and they will also
totally destroy bird feeders to obtain the nuts. I
have never had the good fortune to see a red
squirrel in our area. Diminishing numbers or
weasels, hares and
dormice are
apparent.
Rabbits flourish on
certain favourite
patches in other
areas, just as
suitable, they are
absent. Likewise the
fox, prevalent in
some areas, sparse
in others. Brown or
grey rats and field
and wood mice
seem to be evenly
distributed.
W.J. Oke outside his forge
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Birds
The dawn chorus always evokes such pleasure in
Spring, but the demise of many sparrows,
chaffinches and thrushes have diminished and thus
the volume of the dawn chorus. Blackbirds seem to
be numerous. Wrens and robins are abundant in
mild Winters, but harsh weather causes a vast
decrease which may take three or four years to
recoup.
Thrushes of all species have lessened in this area.
Large flocks of mistle thrushes, fieldfores and
redwing could always be observed on sites within
the village. Now they seem to find food in distant
fields and in much smaller flocks. Perhaps insect
food is not so abundant as in the past. Cats also take
a vast toll of smaller birds, whilst magpies flourish

enormously, fed largely by small birds and their
eggs. A ruthless thief.

that these small creatures were extremely rare,
likewise the brown trout and salmon.

Pheasant and wood pigeon are numerous, the
former being bred in captivity and released for
hunting parties. They are not so prevalent away
from the gamekeepers or shooting interests and are
thought to be in decline in these situations.

Reptiles
It is more difficult to record the presence of reptiles
with any degree of accuracy. As in the rabbit
population, there are areas where amphibians
thrive – such as the overgrown canals at Tamar
Lakes.

Partridge and skylark, ground nesting birds, are in
decline. It is more difficult for a tractor to avoid
their nests than for a horse to circumvent.
The most poignant decrease in bird population has
been that of the lapwing. The Horniwinks nested on
moorland and farmland. A change in forming
practice was one feature which helped in their
demise. Wet marshland and moorland was drained
and blanket pesticide control in the 60’s aided their
disappearance (the food chain being poisoned).
The curlew also faded away at the same time.
A loss of habitat has decimated our owl population.
Rough grassland and field margins provided food
for tawny and brown owls. Consuming small
mammals carrying an abnormal amount of
pesticides from crop spraying has been unhelpful.
However, crows and rooks seem as noisy and occur
as widely as they have always done.
Fish
The young fisherman can no longer find minnows
or sticklebacks to put in a jar! The departure of the
kingfisher gave us ample warning many years ago

Common lizards maintain their numbers as they
appear from warm hedge banks in summer - as do
the slow-worms, a legless lizard and completely
harmless. Cats destroy many of these interesting
creatures. In their dry and sandy habitat adders,
smooth and grass snakes survive in average
numbers.
Butterflies
A warm summer and a mild winter will provide a
variety of butterflies for our enjoyment, although
this is not nature’s aim. She always strives for the
propagation of the species.

one clouded yellow - the latter do not survive our
winters. Elephant and privet hawk moths have also
been noted.
Flora
I was introduced to the flora in our area when the
children were encouraged to pick as many varieties
of wild flowers as possible to win a cup, The Nature
Cup, on the last day of term. The eventual winner
picked between 200 and 300 blooms.
Primroses were always picked and bunched by the
basketful to decorate church and chapel for the
Easter services. How we discourage these practices
today. I always say “Pick one flower, to identify it’s
salient points in your flower book. Try and
remember it’s particular components, but please
only one flower a plant.”

The summer of 1996 saw the sudden arrival of
thousands of painted ladies, several of them joining
our local small tortoiseshells, red admirals and
peacocks, which lasted well into the autumn. I saw
small tortoiseshells as late as 4th November.

Celandine, wood anemone, dog violet, primrose,
wild daffodil and the delicate germander speedwell
are there to fulfil their role in nature. Even the
common hawkweed (whose juice was said to give a
hawk keen sight) has it’s niche. The delicate lace of
cow parsley lightening the hedges in early Summer,
ragged robin and bog asphodel flourishing on our
SSI there on the moor. Sundew is rare here but
honeysuckle blankets the hedges in early Autumn
together with pink and white dog roses.

Along our lovely Bude Canal footpath I observed
the prolific gatekeepers, speckled wood meadow
brown, ringlet and the lovely green hairstreak.
Many small holly blues, orange tip, brimstone and

The red campion is prolific in our hedges as is it’s
tall companion the foxglove, brightening the
hedgerows for a prolonged Summer and Autumn
display.
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